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Maritime Hakka Policy and a Minnan
Ethnic Enclave in Hakka Village: Ke-Ji-
an Stone Tidal Weirs in Xinwu

Pao-Chien Wang ™

Professor, Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences,
and Director, Center for Language Equity and Policy,
College of Hakka Studies, National Central University

Hakka people constitute 87.31% of the total population of Xinwu, mak-
ing this district a rare “marine Hakka regional language area.” Nevertheless,
the users of stone tidal weirs in Ke-Jian village are of Minnan ethnicity. This
paper employs the theories of public—private partnerships and ethnic collec-
tive memory to explore the preservation and development of Ke-Jian stone
tidal weirs. The main findings of this study are as follows: (1) Ke-Jian stone
tidal weirs lie at the intersection of coastal land ownership (public sector),
construction technology of stone tidal weirs (private associations), and cul-
tural heritage preservation regulations. The public—private partnership model
is used to register the Ke-Jian stone tidal weirs as a “cultural landscape” with
the nature of “public cultural heritage.” This public—private partnership model
reflects the necessity of public—private collaboration, the restrictiveness of the

government in choosing the private sector, and the maintenance of the bal-
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ance between Minnan and Hakka associations. (2) Ke-Jian is recognized as a
“Minnan ethnic enclave within a Key Development Area of Hakka Culture.”
The government’s marine Hakka policy, which builds the collective memory
of Hakka people, may bestow a multiethnic identity upon members of the

Minnan ethnic enclave in Xinwu district.

Keywords: Public-private Partnership, Marine Hakka, Xinwu Stone Tidal

Weirs, Minnan Ethnic Enclave
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